ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION

There is a direct link between a well-developed parks and trails network and active
transportation. Studies show adults residing in neighbourhoods with more parks and
open spaces are more likely to walk to these local amenities (Devlin, Frank, &
vanLoon, 2009). Increased walking provides benefits relating to reduced stress and
anxiety, as well as improved sleep and mood (BC Recreation and Park Association,
2009). Active transportation also helps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and can
factor into fewer automobile accidents as there are reduced vehicular and foot traffic
on roads when pedestrians and wheeled users move to an integrated, separated parks
and trails network (Weinstein et al, 2015). Additionally, safe routes to schools also
assist with increasing active transportation and the reduction of pedestrian related
injuries (Weinstein et al, 2015). Interconnected street layouts and the proximity of
green spaces that offer travel options to residents are a key component in active

transportation (Theilman, Rosella, Cope, Lebenbaum, & Manson, 2015).

HEALTHY YOUTH

Parks are particularly beneficial to youth as they offer an opportunity for organized
sports, cost-free play and interaction with nature. Studies show that access to these
opportunities helps develop imagination, promotes physical activity and encourages
positive mental health in youth (Canadian Parks and Recreation Association, 2015).
Additionally, parks that provide activities for teenagers can increase their
engagement in recreation. Recreation activities for teenagers have been linked to
increased self-esteem while reducing boredom, which can be linked to undesirable

behaviour and activities (BC Recreation and Parks Association, 2009).

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

Parks, open spaces and natural areas play a key role in the protection, enhancement
and management of ecosystems, conservation, ecosystem services and supporting
biodiversity (BC Recreation and Parks Association, 2009). Protecting natural habitats
and landscapes benefits communities as it connects humans to nature, provides
habitat for wildlife (and opportunities for wildlife viewing), contributes to clean air
and helps to protect water resources. Parks and trails also add to opportunities to
build interest and educate residents about the natural environment (BC Recreation
and Parks Association, 2009).
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INCREASE SOCIAL CAPITAL

Social capital refers to a community’s shared sense of identity, values, trust and
cooperation. Parks, trails and open spaces are enjoyed by all members of a
community, along with visitors, and provide a positive space for individuals or groups
to meet and interact. Activities within parks, such as Parksville’s annual Beach
Festival Society sand sculpting competition and exhibition, Canada Day celebrations
and community fireworks draw people in the community together (Weinstein et al.,
2015). This assists connecting people of different cultures, socio-economic classes,
ages and identities through recreation (BC Recreation and Parks Association, 2009).

The result is increased social capital and community pride.

HEALTHY AGING FOR SENIORS

Parks and trails offer a place for seniors to engage in a range of uses from passive
enjoyment of nature spaces to highly active sporting activities. Having accessible
parks and trails increases a community’s capacity to serve older adults and add to the
overall health of the community (BC Recreation and Parks Association, 2009).
Increased physical activity contributes to healthy seniors and encourages sustained
physical literacy, which helps to prevent falls and injuries (BC Recreation and Parks
Association, n.d.). In addition, seniors who do not have the financial means to
participate in community activities can engage in the many free activities
programmed for Parksville’s parks and trails (BC Recreation and Parks Association,
n.d.). Therefore, parks provide an affordable place to hang out, allowing for a
gathering place, which can reduce social isolation. For these reasons, park access is a

vital component of supporting healthy aging.
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ECONOMIC GAINS

Parks have a strong impact on the regional economy of an area. Parksville is well-
known in BC and beyond for its incredible setting and parks system. This draws
tourism to the City and the economic impact of this sector is well documented (Devlin
et al., 2009).

Beyond direct economic spin-offs, parks increase physical fitness, and in turn reduces
costs associated with poor physical health and obesity (Colman & Walker, 2004).
Statistics from Colman and Walker (2004) indicate that the BC health care system
spends $573 million annually on obesity related illnesses and if another 10% of British

Columbians were active, nearly $50 million could be saved.

Parks and trails add to the amenity base of a community, which contributes to higher
property values, increased community desirability and greater attraction to new
residents seeking the benefits of a west coast lifestyle (The Trust for Public Land,
2017).

PUBLIC SAFETY

A common perception is that parks and trails are places which tend to attract crime
and other negative behaviours; however, studies have shown the opposite is true.
Surroundings that engage residents in proximity to vegetation, nature, and activities
tend to have lower crime rates. High rates of positive usage of these areas creates
“eyes on the street,” lowering the potential for negative activities as the users create

positive environments and social cohesion in the parks and trails spaces.

VALUE OF NATURE

Less Canadians are experiencing nature; however, environmental consciousness and
desire to be in nature has never been higher (Canadian Parks and Recreation
Association, 2015). Canadians want to protect and connect to the environment more
than ever before. Parks serve as a space to protect nature in addition to offering

opportunities to connect with nature.
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DIVERSITY

New Canadians coming from around the world see Parksville as an attractive
destination and place to start a new life. New Canadians bring diverse cultures and
ideas to communities, which can be economically and socially beneficial (Dubinski,
2018). Unfortunately, new Canadians can suffer from social isolation (Dubinski, 2018).
Parks provide a space for recreation and connections in the community. Parks are a

place that allows for expression of culture and community.

POLLINATORS

Pollinators form one of the most crucial components of the ecosystem, supplying
residents with both food and flowers, as well as contributing to the community’s
biodiversity (Xerces Society, 2018-b; Tommasi, Miro, Higo, & Winston, 2004). There
are 450 native bee species in British Columbia and 2,285 species of moths and
butterflies (Habitat Acquisition Trust, 2018; Cannings & Scudder, 2007).

Unfortunately, pollinators, including bees, are seeing global declines in both numbers
and species (Climate Institute, 2018). One of the largest contributing factors to this
decline is loss of habitat, as pollinators seek to build homes in meadows and grassy
areas, ideal places to build human cities (Hostetler & Mcintyre, 2001). Sub species
such as Western Bumblebees, once common, are now considered threatened due to a
combination of habitat loss as well as pathogens passed on to native bee species

through their farmed cousins (Xerces Society, 2018-a).

Efforts made by private gardeners to cultivate native plant species and pollinator
specific flower mixes are crucial for supplying these creatures with food. Additionally,
cities play a role in maintaining and enhancing spaces for these species, especially the
majority of native bees, which are both ground dwelling and solitary. These native
species are especially vulnerable to city encroachment (City of Toronto, 2018;
Tommasi et al., 2004).

Within each park, regardless of size, there is space for pollinators. These creatures,
having thrived on Vancouver Island for millennia, do not necessarily need specific
pollinator gardens but can carve out spaces within parks and open spaces alongside
humans. Parks create unique opportunities for pollinator spaces as well as human

enjoyment of these beautiful creatures and their ecosystems.
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BIODIVERSITY AND CONSERVATION

Parksville’s parks, trails and open spaces have the potential to promote greater
biodiversity and conservation. An interconnected system of pocket parks,
neighbourhood parks, principal parks, natural resource areas, open spaces, trails,
regional parks and recreation opportunities distributed equitably throughout the City
and connected to the greater region may work towards achieving this. Increasing the
size and quality of Parksville’s natural areas and expanding wildlife habitat are

foundational for ecological health.

Biodiversity encompasses all living species on Earth and their relationships to each
other (Biodivcanada, 2018). Having many different genes, species and ecosystems
interact with each other allows nature to recover from change (Biodivcanada, 2018).
This includes all marine and terrestrial ecosystems within the City of Parksville. This
plan recognizes the importance of native ecosystems and species and the value of

Parksville’s urban habitats in supporting biodiversity.

The vitality of urban biodiversity depends on maintaining a network of connected
natural areas with larger nodes such as the Parksville Community Park, Top Bridge,
the Englishman River corridor and Parksville Wetlands. Parksville’s system of parks,
trails and open spaces create an ecological network, which can function as a

connected system and represents potential for enhanced biodiversity.

Map 1 shows protected and conserved areas within and adjacent to the City’s

boundaries.

Images Courtesy of Samuel Bowen
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Map 1: Conservation Land and Protected Areas. Conservation Land includes: (1) Parksville-Qualicum Beach Wildlife Management Area,
and (2) Nature Trust’s Englishman River Estuary. Protected Parks include: (3) Rathtrevor Beach Provincial Park.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The community engagement process was designed to gather input to
determine the public’s priorities for parks, trails and open spaces in
order to plan for these spaces when looking at Parksville’s future.
Seven community engagement events were designed to identify
needs and values from a diversity of community members. These
events included:

Parks on the Street

7 Community

Engagement Events

Foster Park Spring Mini Event

Splash Park Opening

User Group Interviews

1000+

Responses

Individual Park Comment Boxes

Online Survey

Open House Series

Over 1,000 responses were gathered through these events and data collection

techniques. A full Engagement Summary is located in Appendix A.
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On Saturday, March 17, 2018, VIU students were stationed in high-traffic areas

around Parksville to ask passers-by three questions:

1.

2.
3.

Apart from the Community Park, what other
parks or open spaces do you use frequently, and
why?

What changes would you like to see in these parks and
open spaces?

What is your favourite trail around Parksville?

Results from Question 2 provided an initial understanding of Parksville’s

residents’

1.
2.

priorities for parks. Answers were organized into five main themes:

Dogs — a need for more spaces for dog walkers and better
signage to control where dogs can and cannot go;

Services and Amenities — parks should provide additional

services and amenities, including lighting, places to sit and areas for
community gathering;

Connectivity and Future Acquisition —
improvements to the connectivity of the parks and trails
network and additions to parks and trails spaces should be a
priority;

Wildlife — a desire to create
natural environments to support
wildlife and ensure that human wild-
life interactions are managed
responsibly; and

Accessibility — a need for more

accessible parks and trails for all
abilities.
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On Saturday, June 9, 2018, VIU students and faculty
collaborated with City of Parksville staff and
volunteers from Friends of Foster Park to host an

event to collect data.

An informal voting system was used to collect data
regarding the types of parks spaces residents would
like to see in Parksville. The majority of respondents
would like to see the parks to be preserved and

enhanced as natural spaces.

Responses from the comments sheets provided were
summarized. Respondents noted that they would like

to see:

e More maintenance (mowing, debris

removal, garbage);

e Increased wayfinding and educational

sighage;
¢ Multi-use facilities/events areas; and

e More off-leash dog areas.
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On June 22, 2018, three students had an information tent set up at the Splash
Park Opening at the Parksville Community Park. Posters provided community
members with information about the purpose of the project and the process,

as well as feedback from previous community engagement events.

Few responses were collected at this event, however, the majority of those
who did respond noted that they would like to see parks and trails remain as

natural spaces.

Parks and trail user group meetings were conducted to ensure the needs of
these stakeholders were properly considered. A total of 14 user groups from
across Parksville were interviewed. The three objectives for these interviews

were:
Understand how groups use the parks and trails;

Gain general feedback on what groups like about the
parks and trails; and

Determine what groups needs are for future
development of the parks and trails.

The common themes expressed by the user groups were identified:

e A strong need for more fields and courts;

e A desire and need for more connections and better linkages
between trails and parks;

¢ A desire for more signage and a wayfinding system;

¢ Increased lightning for fields and courts;

o Storage spaces at various parks;

e Fencing around courts and fields;

o Better surfaces for weather (i.e. turf fields and drainage on
courts);

e Increased partnerships to allow for shared usage; and

e More maintenance.
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For five weeks, beginning on June 15, 2018, and ending on July 20, 2018,
birdhouses utilized as comment boxes were rotated around all parks and trails
in Parksville. The comment boxes were an effective way to gain feedback on
each individual park from residents who use the parks the most. There were

two main objectives of the comment boxes:

Gain feedback from residents of Parksville on each
individual park regarding what they call the park and
give an opportunity for them to record their thoughts
about the state of the park; and

Add diversity to the responses by reaching out to a
variety of demographics by locating comment boxes to
be accessible and convenient for individuals who were
unable to attend events.
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A total of 548 responses were collected, indicating Parksville residents not

only value their park space and trails, but also have strong opinions about how

the parks and trails should be managed going forward. Due to the large

volume of responses, the comments have been summarized by park

classification.

Pocket Parks:

o Keep natural;

e Increase parks amenities, such as
benches and garbage cans;

e Maintenance concerns, including
invasive species and dead trees
removal;

e Signage for no dumping;

e Play structures for children; and

e Picnic shelters.

Neighbourhood Parks:

o Keep parks as natural as possible;

e Safety concerns regarding fallen trees

and brush piles that should be cleaned

up;

e Maintenance concerns with garbage and

cigarette butts;

e Additional playgrounds or amenities to

support activities;
e More community gathering spaces; and

e Better accessibility for all users.

Principal Parks:

e Signage, including directional and no-
smoking signs;

¢ Flower gardens to attract pollinators;
and

e Enhanced maintenance.

Linear Parks:

e Maintaining natural parks space,

including preserving native plants and

bird habitat;

e Concerns regarding overdeveloped

surrounding linear parks;

e Seasonal maintenance concerns that

make accessibility difficult;
e Better accessibility for all users;
e Directional signage;

e Enhanced connectivity to the rest of

Parksville;
e Animal secure garbage cans; and

e Invasive species control.
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Natural Resource Areas:

Maintain them as natural areas;

e Use them as wildlife sanctuaries;

e Increase maintenance, such as more
garbage cans and places to put

cigarette butts;
e More benches;
e Add lighting;
e Maintain brush along paths;

e Address encroachment of surrounding

residents onto parks property; and

e Include off-leash dog areas.

Trails:

Keep trails as natural as possible;

e Safety concerns and desire for

additional trail lighting;
e Safe surfaces for walking and jogging;

e Trail maintenance to remove brush and

level trails;
e Off-leash dog sections or areas;
e Circular trail routes; and

e Maps and directional signage.

The comment boxes received a large volume of positive and informative

feedback from the Parksville community. Two main conclusions can be made

from the data received from the comment boxes. The first is that the

residents of Parksville prioritize nature and want to make sure their parks and

trails remain as natural as possible, while still remaining functional and

enjoyable. The second is that there is a high need for maintenance and

amenities related to maintenance (i.e. garbage bins and dog disposal bags) in

most of the parks and trails.

“l like the greenspace—great space for

kids and it beautifies the neighbourhood.

»

- Community Respondent
regarding Sylvan Crescent
Park
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A survey was offered to Parksville residents to gain a clearer demographic
understanding of the residents of Parksville use parks and trails. The survey
was available between July 15 and August 13, 2018. There was an option to
complete a paper survey from the City of Parksville and the Parksville branch
of the Vancouver Island Public Library. A total of 107 surveys were completed.

The survey had three objectives:

Gain an understanding of the age of respondents
and where they live in Parksville;

Determine how often individuals use the parks and
trails in Parksville; and

Gain an understanding of residents’ perspectives of
what parks and trails mean to them.

The survey included 15 questions, these questions and results can be found in

Appendix A.

Question 5 included a set of questions that indicated the values residents of

Parksville hold about parks and trails. These questions asked:

5. Please rate your level of agreement with the following from 1 (not at

all important) to 5 (very important) - Parks are important for:

a. the conservation of natural environments;
b. mental well-being; physical well-being;

c. their recreational value;

d. beautifying the City;

e. me to spend time with family and friends;
f. the regional economy;

g. their educational value;

h. attending festivals and special events; and

.

taking my dog for a walk.
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Results from Question 5 indicated individuals feel parks are very important for
the conservation of natural environments, mental well-being and physical well
-being, as about 80% of individuals ranked each of these statements as very
important. The statements least important for individuals were the
statements that parks were important for festivals and events and for taking

their dog out for a walk.

On July 19, 25 and 31, the research team set up a series of open house events
at the Parksville Civic and Technology Centre, 100 Jensen Avenue East. The
open house series was the last public event of the community engagement
process for this project, although data collection continued into August

through the Parks, Trails and Open Spaces online survey.

The open house series collected information on:

What type of amenities residents want to see in
parks (residents had the opportunity to vote for
the amenities they felt were of highest priority);

Which statements and priorities residents of Parksville
felt were the most important to be the guiding
principles of the Parks, Trails and Open Spaces Master
Plan;

General comments and concerns that residents had,
varying from general remarks on all areas in
Parksville, to opinions on what specific parks and
locations should look like; and

User information and attitudes towards Parks-
ville’s parks, trails and open spaces through hard
copies of the Parks, Trails and Open Spaces
online survey.
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Community members were asked to complete the sentence “The Citizens of
Parksville want a Parks, Trails and Open Spaces Master Plan that...” The three

most popular statements voted on by residents include:

e Preserves and enhances sensitive ecological areas, natural resources and
wildlife habitat;

e Sets aside valuable greenspace to build climate resiliency; and

e Provides connection and active transportation options.

Community members were also asked to comment on the amenities they
would like to see included in parks and trails. The highest priority amenities
included trails, natural features, bicycle racks, garbage cans, playgrounds and

water fountains.

General comment sheets were available at the open house series. Many of
these comments were park or trail specific; however, the remainder fit into

three main themes:
1. Enhancing the accessibility of parks and trails

7. Increasing the number of trails and improving
connectivity of the current network

3. Using parks and trails for environmental protection

Environmental protection was the most mentioned theme on the comment
sheets. Parksville residents are concerned about the impact of development
on the environment and are passionate about protecting the City’s natural

spaces.

(1} Trails should be the key linkage for our
neighbourhoods. It should be possible to walk or
cycle from any part of Parksville to any other. »

- Community Respondent
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On April 23rd, the research team and City staff hosted an open house at
Parksville Community Centre, 132 Jensen Ave East. The open house took place
following a presentation of the draft Parks, Trails and Open Spaces Master
Plan to Parksville City Council on March 18th. This open house provided
residents with one more opportunity to comment on the Master Plan and
provide recommendations before the plan was presented to Council a final

time.

The open house included a poster display, which was used to inform attendees
about the planning process and to provide them with an opportunity to write
down any comments. Multiple copies of the draft Master Plan were also
available for attendees to review. The research team was available to answer
any questions and attendees were encouraged to write their comments down

on the sticky notes and comment sheets provided.

The following are comments that summarize the feedback provided by the

attendees:

e Develop a larger aquatic centre with slides within Parksville
e Add an additional lacrosse box and field to the recommendations

o Develop parks and trails information, including mapping, in a format
that can be available to the public

o Improve access to Parksville’s public beaches and a network between
them

e Increase the number of dog parks and off-lease dog areas
e Acquire more linked conservation areas
e Establish vegetation plans for parks

o Make pickleball equipment and facilities more accessible to all
residents
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THE PARKS AND TRAILS SYSTEM

Parksville’s parks and trails include 108 hectares of

municipal parks space, 163 hectares of other
provincial or regional parks spaces and 19 km of trails.
Parks and trails are key to creating a high quality . o, ° .0.
®
¢ ® ®
[ J
[ ]

urban environment for people and nature. Residents

and visitors benefit from healthy and active living

afforded by the parks and trails network. Parksville’s '. °
parks provide access to beaches and the Salish Sea,
outdoor fitness areas, off-leash dog parks, sport fields °

and gardens. This section provides an overview of the

parks and trails spaces and amenities and identifies o
gaps in the current system. A full list of all existing
parks in Parksville is shown in Appendix B and a list of

existing trails is shown in Appendix C.

An inventory and mapping of the parks, trails and open spaces
system was completed in the spring 2017 and is included in
Appendix D. The inventory provided the basis of this analysis,

along with the other bylaws and documents reviewed.

Parksville’s Parks and Trails Network:

108 ha 163 ha 19 km

Municipal park space Regional/Provincial of trails
park space
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Map 2 shows all of the City’s 61 parks organized by classification
type. There are 6 Principal Parks, 6 Neighbourhood Parks, 22
Pocket Parks, 6 Linear Parks, 21 Natural Resource Areas and 2 parks
which are within City boundaries but are not municipally managed
parks: Englishman River Estuary and Rathtrevor Beach Provincial
Park.

Map 3 shows all of Parksville’s trails organized by trail classification
type. There are 67 trail segments, which include beach accesses,
connector trails, greenways and trails located within parks. There
are also two high-traffic trails which are within City limits but are
not City trails: the Nature’s Trust Estuary trail and the RDN’s Top

Bridge Regional Trail to Rathtrevor Beach Provincial Park.
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Map 2: Parksville parks organized by classification type.
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PARKS, TRAILS AND OPEN SPACES CLASSIFICATIONS

PARKS

Principal Parks

Principal parks are the largest and most developed

parks, typically serving the greatest number of

people. They provide a variety of amenities for

both active and passive recreation that draw Springwood Park—Principal Park
people from inside and outside the community.

These destination parks provide opportunities for

all ages to enjoy and visit the parks for daily

User Profile: All residents within the City and

often visitors from the region and beyond.

Top Bridge—Principal Park

activities, sporting events and special events.

Neighbourhood Parks

Neighbourhood parks are medium-sized parks
centrally located within a neighbourhood and are
intended to be within walking distance for all

residents. They provide a combination of features

residents in the area. Neighbourhood Parks add
character and are often the social and recreational

focal point of neighbourhoods.

User Profile: Typically serve residents within a
400m to 800m walking and biking distance.

Shelly Creek West—Neighbourhood Park

and facilities that foster both active and passive
recreation opportunities and are highly used by
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Pocket Parks

Pocket parks are easily reachable small green
spaces usually found within high density or single
unit residential areas. They provide park access
and green space to nearby residents. They
generally serve a limited population but provide a
safe and inviting environment for surrounding
community members to gather, relax and enjoy
the outdoors. They are also commonly referred to

as mini parks, tot-lots or vest-pocket parks.

User Profile: Typically serve residents living

within a 400m walking distance.

Woodland Drive Park— Pocket Park

Brice Park— Pocket Park

Allwood -Young Park — Pocket Park

Ermineskin Square — Pocket Park
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Linear Parks

Linear parks serve the primary function of
providing non-automobile access between two
locations. They can include wildlife corridors,
pathways and trails and serve various forms of
transportation, excluding motorized vehicles.
Rushton Walkway— Linear Park
Linear parks create recreational and practical links
through neighbourhoods allowing users to access
commercial, residential and natural areas by

travelling through green space.

User Profile: Typically serve residents within a

400m to 800m walking and biking distance.

Maple Glen— Linear Park

Natural Resource Areas

Natural resource areas are landscapes of any size that
are set aside for preservation and enhancement of
biodiversity, open space, visual values or buffering.
They may have reduced or restricted entry. These can
include utility easements, lands too steep or too wet
for development, wetlands, shorelines and reservoirs.
CocHiS RSOl RS e Participation and use are secondary to environmental
protection and generally these spaces are limited to
low impact recreational, educational and interpretive
opportunities that foster an understanding of the
natural assets of the space. The main purpose of these
areas is to contribute to the natural health of the

environment and the community.

User Profile: All residents.

Parksville Wetlands—Natural Resource Area
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TRAILS

Connector Trails

Connector trails are paved or unpaved pedestrian/
cycle trails with a focus on transportation within
and around the community. Trails are usually short
and help people travel from one location in the
city to another. Connector trails are easily
accessible for any non-motorized form of e
transportation including: walking, biking, skate
boarding and rollerblading. In Parksville some of
the Pocket Parks and Linear Parks act as connector

trails, linking two roadways.

Park Trails

Park trails are generally unpaved and focus on e T ——
recreation value and are built for walking, hiking,

mountain biking, nature study or exercise.

Bike Routes

Bike routes are dedicated, marked lanes provided
for bicycles as part of a road design or upgraded to

travel more safely throughout the City.
Renz Park Trail
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Parks and Trails Summary Table

Park Type
All Park Types Area

Neighbourhood Parks
Area

Natural Resource Areas

Community Parks Area

Linear Parks Area

Pocket Parks Area

Total Open Space Area

Total Trails Length

Total Municipal Land
Base

% of Municipal Land
Base covered by Parks

Measurement Note

107.9 ha 271.1 ha**
6.3 ha

40.3 ha

51.9 ha

2.6 ha

6.9 ha

9.1 ha 119.2 ha***
19.3 km 38.0 km****

1443.2 ha*
7.5 ha 18.8 ha**

Table 3: Parksville Parks and Trails summary table.

* Total City Limits Area (including ocean) is 1740.12 ha. Total Municipal

Land Base (excluding the ocean) is 1443.17 ha.

** These are the areas/lengths that include Rathtrevor Beach Provincial
Park and Englishman River Estuary.

*** This value indicate all park areas, such as Rathtrevor Beach Provincial
Park and Parks maintenance areas.

**** This includes Rathtrevor Beach Provincial Park and Englishman River
Estuary (also Top Bridge to Rathtrevor Trail, Coombs to Parksville Rail

Trail).

As the City of Parksville continues to grow,
the demand for parkland increases. The
current parkland target stated in the Official
Community Plan is 10 hectares per 1,000
residents. The City is close to achieving this
goal with 9.38 hectares per 1,000 residents.
It is noted that if the parkland calculation is
amended to include the Englishman River
Estuary and Rathtrevor Beach Provincial
Park, neither of which are municipally
managed parks spaces but are located within
the City limits, the ratio would increase to
23.76 ha per 1,000 residents.
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PARKS SUPPLY PER CAPITA

Figures 4 and 5 illustrate the current municipal parkland available to
residents per census tract.

Figure 4: Hectares of Park
Land per Census Tract
(Excluding Rathtrevor and the
Englishman River Estuary).

Figure 5: Area of park land per
census tract per 100 residents.
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By including Rathtrevor Beach Provincial Park and the Englishman River
Estuary in the City’s parkland supply analysis, the City is currently exceeding
its goal for the provision of parkland. Despite this, parks distribution is a
concern within the City as it is unevenly distributed when compared to
population densities across neighbourhoods. Some census areas have ample
park space per resident, while other areas appear to be underserviced.
Parksville may want to explore the opportunity to set a new goal for the area

of parkland provision per resident.

PARKS SERVICE AREAS

Research shows people are willing to walk between five and ten minutes to
access an amenity or service. If the target destination is located outside of
that walking area, typically measuring approximately 400m, people will get in
their vehicles to drive. In addition, people are less likely to regularly access
the site if it perceptually feels disconnected to their residence or is not

located along their normal travel corridors.

An analysis of residents was conducted to determine the relationship between
residences and the 400m walking radius (Map 4). This analysis shows that
while Parksville has many parks, many residents are actually underserviced
because it takes more than ten minutes to walk to the nearest park space

from their homes.
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Map 4: Park’s within 400m and 800m buffered service areas.



PARKS AMENITIES

The parks and trails inventory included recreation

amenities. The list (Table 4) below includes the City of

Parksville and School District 69 amenities as both

contribute to servicing user’s recreation needs. This

analysis does not identify the surface conditions of the 2

courts or fields necessary for playing which may be a Basketball
factor in the use of the facility. There are currently Courts
nine baseball/softball fields within the City. However,

each of these sports requires specific considerations for

fields, such as the differences between the baseball

and softball infields. As indicated in the engagement

process, the current supply of fields and courts does

not meet the specific needs of users.

0
4
4
2
2

Artificial Turf Field 1
Skateboard Park
Baseball Fields
Softball Fields
Basketball Hoop (Single)

38 e

Basketball Courts

Beach Volleyball 38 Volleyball Courts
Field Lacrosse/Field Hockey 1
Lacrosse Box/Street Hockey 1
Lawn Bowling 1
Pickleball Courts 14
Soccer/Football Fields 4
Tennis Courts 8 4 Baseball Fields
Skateboard Parks 1
Track and Field Amenities 2

Table 4: Parksville and SD 69 amenities
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PLAYGROUND SERVICE AREAS

The City currently maintains three playgrounds in the parks system located at
Parksville Community Park, Foster Park and Shelly Creek Park West. An additional
two parks exist within Parksville but are not owned by the City but are owned and
maintained by School District 69. Accessibility and location of playgrounds was
evaluated based on 400m and 800m walking service areas (Map 5). These maps

indicate many residents do not have proximate access to playgrounds.
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Map 5: Playground service areas with 400m and 800m walking buffers.



OFF-LEASH DOG PARKS

Throughout the engagement process it was apparent there are many dog enthusiasts

in the City of Parksville who feel the City lacks dog-friendly amenities. A comparison

to other municipalities indicates Parksville’s supply is lower than nearby or similarly

-sized cities (Table 5). However, one issue is the accessibility of existing areas to

Parksville residents, as well as the perception Parksville is under-serviced (Map 6).

. Off-leash Areas per

City of Parksville
City of Victoria 12
City of Nanaimo 12
City of Kamloops 15
City of Abbotsford 4
City of Port Coquitlam 2
Corporation of Delta 12

Average

Table 5: Parksville’s dog park services compared to other cities

0.14

0.14

0.18

0.03

0.04

0.12

0.10

Fully Fenced Off-
leash Areas
1

Data not available
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Map 6: Off-leash dog park service areas.





